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(g) The authorized officer will state 
in writing the reasons for the decision 
on an LMU application. 

(h) Modification of an LMU. (1) The 
boundaries of an LMU may be modified 
either upon application by the oper-
ator/lessee and approval of the author-
ized officer after consultation with the 
responsible officer of the surface man-
aging agency, or by direction of the au-
thorized officer after consultation with 
the authorized officer. In accordance 
with § 3482.2(a)(3) of this title, the au-
thorized officer may adjust only the es-
timate of LMU recoverable coal re-
serves pursuant to departmental ac-
tions or orders that modify the LMU 
boundaries, or upon approval of an op-
erator/lessee application. 

(2) Upon application by the operator/ 
lessee, an LMU may be enlarged by the 
addition of other Federal coal leases or 
with interests in non-Federal coal de-
posits, or both. The LMU boundaries 
may also be enlarged as the result of 
the enlargement of a Federal lease in 
the LMU, pursuant to 43 CFR part 3432. 
An LMU may be diminished by cre-
ation of other separate Federal leases 
or LMU’s or by the relinquishment of a 
Federal lease or portion thereof, pursu-
ant to 43 CFR part 3452. 

(3) In considering an application for 
the modification of an LMU, the au-
thorized officer shall consider modi-
fying the LMU stipulations, including 
the production requirement for com-
mercial quantities. 

(4) The authorized officer will not ex-
tend the 40-year period in which the re-
serves of the entire LMU must be 
mined, as specified at paragraph (e)(6) 
of this section, because of the enlarge-
ment of an LMU or because of the 
modification of a resource recovery 
and protection plan. 

(i) Administration of LMU operations. 
An LMU shall be administered in ac-
cordance with the following criteria: 

(1) Where production from non-Fed-
eral lands in the LMU is the basis, in 
whole or in part, for satisfaction of the 
requirements for diligent development 
or continued operation, the operator/ 
lessee shall provide a certified report of 
such production, as determined by the 
authorized officer. The certified report 
shall include a map showing the area 
mined and the amount of coal mined. 

(2) Diligent development, continued op-
eration and advance royalty. Operators/ 
lessees must comply with the diligent 
development, continued operation, and 
advance royalty requirements con-
tained at §§ 3483.1 through 3483.6 of this 
title. 

(3) Operators/lessees must comply 
with the LMU stipulations. 

[47 FR 33179, July 30, 1982. Redesignated at 48 
FR 41589–41594, Sept. 16, 1983, and amended at 
51 FR 13229, Apr. 18, 1986; 62 FR 44370, Aug. 20, 
1997] 

PART 3500—LEASING OF SOLID 
MINERALS OTHER THAN COAL 
AND OIL SHALE 

Subpart 3501—Leasing of Solid Minerals 
Other Than Coal and Oil Shale—General 

Sec. 
3501.1 What is the authority for this part? 
3501.2 What is the scope of this part? 
3501.5 What terms do I need to know to un-

derstand this part? 
3501.10 What types of mineral use authoriza-

tions can I get under these rules? 
3501.16 Does my permit or lease grant me an 

exclusive right to develop the lands cov-
ered by the permit or lease? 

3501.17 Are there any general planning or 
environmental considerations that affect 
issuance of my permit or lease? 

3501.20 If BLM approves my application for 
a use authorization under this part, when 
does it become effective? 

3501.30 May I appeal BLM’s decisions under 
this part? 

Subpart 3502—Qualification Requirements 

LEASE QUALIFICATIONS 

3502.10 Who may hold permits and leases? 
3502.13 May foreign citizens hold permits or 

leases? 
3502.15 Are there any additional restrictions 

on holding leases or interests in leases? 
3502.20 Will BLM issue a lease to me if I am 

not complying with the diligence re-
quirements of the Mineral Leasing Act? 

HOW TO SHOW LEASE QUALIFICATIONS 

3502.25 Where do I file evidence that I am 
qualified to hold a permit or lease? 

3502.26 May I supplement or update my 
qualifications statement? 

3502.27 If I am an individual, what informa-
tion must I give BLM in my qualifica-
tions statement ? 

3502.28 If I am an association or a partner-
ship, what information must I give BLM 
in my qualifications statement? 
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3502.29 If I am a guardian or trustee for a 
trust holding on behalf of a beneficiary, 
what information must I give BLM in my 
qualifications statement? 

3502.30 If I am a corporation, what informa-
tion must I give BLM in my qualifica-
tions statement? 

SPECIAL SITUATIONS AND ADDITIONAL 
CONCERNS 

3502.33 If I represent an applicant as an at-
torney-in-fact, do I have to submit any-
thing to BLM? 

3502.34 What must I submit if there are 
other parties in interest? 

3502.40 What happens if an applicant or suc-
cessful bidder for a permit or lease dies 
before the permit or lease is issued? 

3502.41 What happens to a permit or lease if 
the permittee or lessee dies? 

3502.42 What happens if the heir is not 
qualified? 

Subpart 3503—Areas Available for Leasing 

AVAILABLE AREAS UNDER BLM MANAGEMENT 

3503.10 Are all Federal lands available for 
leasing under this part? 

3503.11 Are there any other areas in which I 
cannot get a permit or lease for the min-
erals covered by this part? 

3503.12 For what areas may I receive a sul-
phur permit or lease? 

3503.13 For what areas may I receive a 
hardrock mineral permit or lease? 

3503.14 For what areas may I get a permit or 
lease for asphalt? 

3503.15 May I lease the gold or silver re-
served to the United States on land I 
hold under a private land claim in New 
Mexico? 

3503.16 May I obtain permits or leases for 
sand and gravel in Nevada under the 
terms of this part? 

AVAILABLE AREAS MANAGED BY OTHERS 

3503.20 What if another Federal agency 
manages the lands I am interested in? 

3503.21 What happens if the surface of the 
land I am interested in belongs to a non- 
Federal political subdivision or chari-
table organization? 

3503.25 When may BLM issue permits and 
leases for Federal minerals underlying 
private surface? 

3503.28 Does BLM incorporate any special 
requirements to protect the lands and re-
sources? 

LAND DESCRIPTIONS 

3503.30 How should I describe surveyed lands 
or lands shown on protraction or amend-
ed protraction diagrams in states which 
are part of the Public Land Survey Sys-
tem? 

3503.31 How should I describe lands in states 
which are part of the Public Land Survey 
System but have not been surveyed and 
are not shown on a protraction or amend-
ed protraction diagram? 

3503.32 How should I describe acquired 
lands? 

3503.33 Will BLM issue me a lease for 
unsurveyed lands? 

ACREAGE AMOUNTS 

3503.36 Are there any size or shape limita-
tions on the lands I can apply for? 

3503.37 Is there a limit to the acreage of 
lands I can hold under permits and 
leases? 

3503.38 How does BLM compute my acreage 
holdings? 

FILING APPLICATIONS 

3503.40 Where do I file my permit or lease 
application and other necessary docu-
ments? 

3503.41 Will BLM disclose information I sub-
mit under these regulations? 

3503.42 When I submit confidential, propri-
etary information, how can I help ensure 
it is not available to the public? 

3503.43 How long will information I give 
BLM remain confidential or proprietary? 

3503.44 How will BLM treat Indian informa-
tion submitted under the Indian Mineral 
Development Act? 

3503.45 How will BLM administer informa-
tion concerning other Indian minerals? 

3503.46 When will BLM consult with Indian 
mineral owners when information con-
cerning their minerals is the subject of a 
FOIA request? 

Subpart 3504—Fees, Rental, Royalty and 
Bonds 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

3504.10 What fees must I pay? 
3504.11 What forms of payment will BLM 

and MMS accept? 
3504.12 What payments do I send to BLM 

and what payments do I send to MMS? 

RENTALS 

3504.15 How does BLM determine my rent? 
3504.16 When is my rental due after the first 

year of the lease? 
3504.17 What happens if I do not pay my 

rental in on time? 

ROYALTIES 

3504.20 What are the requirements for pay-
ing royalties on production? 

3504.21 What are the minimum royalty 
rates? 

3504.22 How will I know what the royalty 
rate is on my lease production? 

3504.25 Do I have to produce a certain 
amount per year? 
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3504.26 May I create overriding royalties on 
my Federal lease? 

BONDING 

3504.50 Do I have to file a bond to receive a 
permit or lease? 

3504.51 How do I file my bond? 
3504.55 What types of bonds are acceptable? 
3504.56 If I have more than one permit or 

lease, may I combine bond coverage? 
3504.60 Under what circumstances might 

BLM elect to change the amount of my 
bond? 

3504.65 What happens to my bond if I do not 
meet my permit or lease obligations? 

3504.66 Must I restore my bond to the full 
amount if payment has been made from 
my bond? 

3504.70 When will BLM terminate the period 
of liability of my bond? 

3504.71 When will BLM release my bond? 

Subpart 3505—Prospecting Permits 

3505.10 What is a prospecting permit? 
3505.11 Do I need a prospecting permit to 

collect mineral specimens for non-com-
mercial purposes? 

APPLYING FOR PROSPECTING PERMITS 

3505.12 How do I obtain a prospecting per-
mit? 

3505.13 What must my application include? 
3505.15 Is there an acreage limit for my ap-

plication? 
3505.25 How does BLM prioritize applica-

tions for prospecting permits? 
3505.30 May I amend or change my applica-

tion after I file it? 
3505.31 May I withdraw my application after 

I file it? 
3505.40 After submitting my application, do 

I need to submit anything else? 
3505.45 What is an exploration plan? 
3505.50 How will I know if BLM has ap-

proved or rejected my application? 
3505.51 May I file a revised application if 

BLM rejects my original application? 

PROSPECTING PERMIT TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

3505.55 What are my obligations to BLM 
under an approved prospecting permit? 

3505.60 How long is my prospecting permit 
in effect? 

3505.61 May BLM extend the term of my 
prospecting permit? 

3505.62 Under what conditions will BLM ex-
tend my prospecting permit? 

3505.64 How do I apply for an extension? 
3505.65 What information must I include in 

my extension request? 
3505.66 If approved, when is my extension ef-

fective? 
3505.70 May I relinquish my prospecting per-

mit? 
3505.75 What happens if I fail to pay the 

rental? 

3505.80 What happens when my permit ex-
pires? 

3505.85 May BLM cancel my prospecting 
permit for reasons other than failure to 
pay rental? 

Subpart 3506—Exploration Licenses 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

3506.10 What is an exploration license? 

APPLYING FOR AND OBTAINING EXPLORATION 
LICENSES 

3506.11 What must I do to obtain an explo-
ration license? 

3506.12 Who prepares and publishes the no-
tice of exploration? 

3506.13 What information must I provide to 
BLM to include in the notice of explo-
ration? 

3506.14 May others participate in the explo-
ration program? 

3506.15 What will BLM do in response to my 
exploration license application? 

TERMS; MODIFICATIONS 

3506.20 After my license is issued, may I 
modify my license or exploration plan? 

3506.25 Once I have a license, what are my 
responsibilities? 

Subpart 3507—Preference Right Lease 
Applications 

3507.11 What must I do to obtain a pref-
erence right lease? 

3507.15 How do I apply for a preference right 
lease? 

3507.16 Is there a fee or payment required 
with my application? 

3507.17 What information must my pref-
erence right lease application include? 

3507.18 What do I need to submit to show 
that I have found a valuable deposit? 

3507.19 Under what circumstances will BLM 
reject my application? 

3507.20 May I appeal BLM’s rejection of my 
preference right lease? 

Subpart 3508—Competitive Lease 
Applications 

3508.11 What lands are available for com-
petitive leasing? 

3508.12 How do I get a competitive lease? 
3508.14 How will BLM publish the notice of 

lease sale? 
3508.15 What information will the detailed 

statement of the lease sale terms and 
conditions include? 

3508.20 How will BLM conduct the sale and 
handle bids? 

3508.21 What happens if I am the successful 
bidder? 

3508.22 What happens if BLM rejects my 
bid? 
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Subpart 3509—Fractional and Future 
Interest Lease Applications 

3509.10 What are future interest leases? 
3509.11 Under what conditions will BLM 

issue a future interest lease to me? 
3509.12 Who may apply for a future interest 

lease? 
3509.15 Do I have to pay for a future interest 

lease? 
3509.16 How do I apply for a future interest 

lease? 
3509.17 What information must I include in 

my application for a future interest 
lease? 

3509.18 What will BLM do after it receives 
my application for a future interest 
lease? 

3509.20 When does my future interest lease 
take effect? 

3509.25 For what reasons will BLM reject 
my application for a future interest 
lease? 

3509.30 May I withdraw my application for a 
future interest lease? 

3509.40 What are fractional interest 
prospecting permits and leases? 

3509.41 For what lands may BLM issue frac-
tional interest prospecting permits and 
leases? 

3509.45 Who may apply for a fractional in-
terest prospecting permit or lease? 

3509.46 How do I apply for a fractional inter-
est prospecting permit or lease? 

3509.47 What information must I include in 
my application for a fractional interest 
prospecting permit or lease? 

3509.48 What will BLM do after it receives 
my application for a fractional interest 
lease? 

3509.49 What terms and conditions apply to 
my fractional interest prospecting per-
mit or lease? 

3509.50 Under what conditions would BLM 
reject my application for a fractional in-
terest prospecting permit or lease? 

3509.51 May I withdraw my application for a 
fractional interest prospecting permit or 
lease? 

Subpart 3510—Noncompetitive Leasing: 
Fringe Acreage Leases and Lease 
Modifications 

3510.11 If I already have a Federal lease, or 
the mineral rights on adjacent private 
lands, may I lease adjoining Federal 
lands that contain the same deposits 
without competitive bidding? 

3510.12 What must I do to obtain a lease 
modification or fringe acreage lease? 

3510.15 What will BLM do with my applica-
tion? 

3510.20 Do I have to pay a fee to modify my 
existing lease or obtain a fringe acreage 
lease? 

3510.21 What terms and conditions apply to 
fringe acreage leases and lease modifica-
tions? 

Subpart 3511—Lease Terms and Conditions 

3511.10 Do certain leases allow me to mine 
other commodities as well? 

3511.11 If I am mining calcium chloride, 
may I obtain a noncompetitive mineral 
lease to produce the commingled sodium 
chloride? 

3511.12 Are there standard terms and condi-
tions which apply to all leases? 

3511.15 How long will my lease be in effect? 
3511.25 What is meant by lease readjust-

ment and lease renewal? 
3511.26 What if I object to the terms and 

conditions BLM proposes for a readjusted 
lease? 

3511.27 How do I renew my lease? 
3511.30 If I appeal BLM’s proposed new 

terms, must I continue paying royalties 
or rentals while my appeal is pending? 

Subpart 3512—Assignments and Subleases 

HOW TO ASSIGN LEASES 

3512.11 Once BLM issues me a permit or 
lease, may I assign or sublease it? 

3512.12 Is there a fee for requesting an as-
signment or sublease? 

3512.13 How do I assign my permit or lease? 
3512.16 How do I sublease my lease? 
3512.17 How do I transfer the operating 

rights in my permit or lease? 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND OBLIGATIONS 

3512.18 Will BLM approve my assignment or 
sublease if I have outstanding liabilities? 

3512.19 Must I notify BLM if I intend to 
transfer an overriding royalty to another 
party? 

EFFECT OF ASSIGNMENTS ON YOUR 
OBLIGATIONS 

3512.25 If I assign my permit or lease, when 
do my obligations under the permit or 
lease end? 

3512.30 What are the responsibilities of a 
sublessor and a sublessee? 

3512.33 Does an assignment or sublease alter 
the permit or lease terms? 

Subpart 3513—Waiver, Suspension or Re-
duction of Rental and Minimum Royal-
ties 

RENTAL AND ROYALTY REDUCTIONS 

3513.11 May BLM relieve me of the lease re-
quirements of rental, minimum royalty, 
or production royalty while continuing 
to hold the lease? 

3513.12 What criteria does BLM consider in 
approving a waiver, suspension, or reduc-
tion in rental or minimum royalty, or a 
reduction in the royalty rate? 
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3513.15 How do I apply for reduction of rent-
al, royalties or minimum production? 

3513.16 Do I have to pay a fee when I apply 
for a waiver, suspension, or reduction of 
rental, minimum royalty, production 
royalty, or minimum production? 

SUSPENSION OF OPERATIONS AND PRODUCTION 
(CONSERVATION CONCERNS) 

3513.20 What is a suspension of operations 
and production (conservation concerns)? 

3513.21 What is the effect of a suspension of 
operations and production (conservation 
concerns)? 

3513.22 How do I apply for a suspension of 
operations and production (conservation 
concerns)? 

3513.23 May BLM order a suspension of oper-
ations and production (conservation con-
cerns)? 

3513.25 When will my suspension of oper-
ations and production (conservation con-
cerns) take effect? 

3513.26 When and how does my suspension of 
operations and production (conservation 
concerns) expire or terminate? 

SUSPENSION OF OPERATIONS (ECONOMIC 
CONCERNS) 

3513.30 What is a suspension of operations 
(economic concerns)? 

3513.31 What is the effect of a suspension of 
operations (economic concerns)? 

3513.32 How do I apply for a suspension of 
operations (economic concerns)? 

3513.33 When will my suspension of oper-
ations (economic concerns) take effect? 

3513.34 When and how does my suspension of 
operations (economic concerns) expire or 
terminate? 

Subpart 3514—Lease Relinquishments and 
Cancellations 

RELINQUISHING YOUR LEASE 

3514.11 May I relinquish my lease or any 
part of my lease? 

3514.12 What additional information should 
I include in a request for partial relin-
quishment? 

3514.15 Where do I file my relinquishment? 
3514.20 When is my relinquishment effec-

tive? 
3514.21 When will BLM approve my relin-

quishment? 

CANCELLATIONS, FORFEITURES, AND OTHER 
SITUATIONS 

3514.25 When does my lease expire? 
3514.30 May BLM cancel my lease? 
3514.31 May BLM waive cancellation or for-

feiture? 
3514.32 Will BLM give me an opportunity to 

remedy a violation of the lease terms? 
3514.40 What if I am a bona fide purchaser 

and my lease is subject to cancellation? 

Subpart 3515—Mineral Lease Exchanges 

LEASE EXCHANGE REQUIREMENTS 

3515.10 May I exchange my lease or lease 
right for another mineral lease or lease 
right? 

3515.12 What regulatory provisions apply if I 
want to exchange a lease or lease right? 

3515.15 May BLM initiate an exchange? 
3515.16 What standards does BLM use to as-

sess the public interest of an exchange? 
3515.18 Will I be notified when BLM is con-

sidering initiating an exchange that will 
affect my lease? 

TYPES OF LEASE EXCHANGES 

3515.20 May I exchange preference rights? 
3515.21 What types of lands can be ex-

changed? 
3515.22 What if the lands to be exchanged 

are not of equal value? 

LEASE EXCHANGE PROCEDURES 

3515.23 May BLM require me to submit addi-
tional information? 

3515.25 Is BLM required to publish notice or 
hold a hearing? 

3515.26 When will BLM make a decision on 
the exchange? 

3515.27 Will BLM attach any special provi-
sions to the exchange lease? 

Subpart 3516—Use Permits 

3516.10 What are use permits? 
3516.11 What kinds of permits or leases 

allow use permits? 
3516.12 What activities may I conduct under 

a use permit? 
3516.15 How do I apply for a use permit? 
3516.16 What must I include with my appli-

cation? 
3516.20 Is there an annual fee or charge for 

use of the lands? 
3516.30 What happens if I fail to pay the an-

nual rental on my use permit? 

Subpart 3517—Hardrock Mineral Develop-
ment Contracts; Processing and Milling 
Arrangements 

3517.10 What are development contracts and 
processing and milling arrangements? 

3517.11 Are permits and leases covered by 
approved agreements exempt from the 
acreage limitations? 

3517.15 How do I apply for approval of one of 
these agreements? 

3517.16 How does BLM process my applica-
tion? 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552; 30 U.S.C. 189 and 
192c; 43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.; and sec. 402, Reor-
ganization Plan No. 3 of 1946 (5 U.S.C. appen-
dix). 
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SOURCE: 64 FR 53536, Oct. 1, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 3501—Leasing of Solid 
Minerals Other Than Coal and 
Oil Shale—General 

§ 3501.1 What is the authority for this 
part? 

The statutory authority for the regu-
lations in this group is as follows: 

(a) Leasable minerals—(1) Public do-
main. The Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, 
as amended (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.). 

(2) Acquired lands. The Mineral Leas-
ing Act for Acquired Lands of 1947, as 
amended (30 U.S.C. 351–359) and the Act 
of June 28, 1944 (58 Stat. 483–485) for 
those lands reserved from allotment by 
section 58 of the supplemental agree-
ment of 1902 (32 Stat. 654) with the 
Choctaw-Chickasaw Nation of Indians. 
Congress ratified the purchase contract 
in the Act of June 24, 1948 (62 Stat. 596) 
and appropriated funds for the pur-
chase in the Act of May 24, 1949 (63 
Stat. 76). 

(b) Hardrock minerals. (1) Section 402 
of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1946 (5 
U.S.C. Appendix) transferred the func-
tions of the Secretary of Agriculture 
for the leasing or other disposal of min-
erals to the Secretary of the Interior 
for lands acquired under the following 
statutes: 

(i) The Act of March 4, 1917 (16 U.S.C. 
520); 

(ii) Title II of the National Industrial 
Recovery Act of June 16, 1933 (40 U.S.C. 
401, 403(a) and 408); 

(iii) The 1935 Emergency Relief Ap-
propriation Act of April 8, 1935 (48 Stat. 
115, 118); 

(iv) Section 55 of Title I of the Act of 
August 24, 1935 (49 Stat. 750, 781); 

(v) The Act of July 22, 1937 (50 Stat. 
522, 525, 530), as amended July 28, 1942 (7 
U.S.C. 1011(c) and 1018); and 

(vi) Section 3 of the Act of June 28, 
1952 (66 Stat. 285). 

(2) Section 3 of the Act of September 
1, 1949 (30 U.S.C. 192c) authorized the 
issuance of mineral leases or permits 
for the exploration, development and 
utilization of minerals, other than 
those covered by the Mineral Leasing 
Act for Acquired Lands, in certain 
lands added to the Shasta National 

Forest by the Act of March 19, 1948 (62 
Stat. 83). 

(3) The Act of June 30, 1950 (16 U.S.C. 
508(b)) authorizes leasing of the 
hardrock minerals on National Forest 
lands in Minnesota. 

(c) Special acts. (1) Gold, silver or 
quicksilver in confirmed private land 
grants are covered by the Act of June 
8, 1926 (30 U.S.C. 291–293). 

(2) Reserved minerals in lands pat-
ented to the State of California for 
parks or other purposes are covered by 
the Act of March 3, 1933 (47 Stat. 1487), 
as amended by the Act of June 5, 1936 
(49 Stat. 1482) and the Act of June 29, 
1936 (49 Stat. 2026). 

(3) National Park Service Areas. Con-
gress authorized mineral leasing, in-
cluding the leasing of nonleaseable 
minerals in the manner prescribed by 
section 10 of the Act of August 4, 1939 
(43 U.S.C. 387), in the following na-
tional recreation areas: 

(i) Lake Mead National Recreation 
Area—The Act of October 8, 1964 (16 
U.S.C. 460n-et seq.); 

(ii) Whiskeytown Unit of the 
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National 
Recreation Area—The Act of November 
8, 1965 (16 U.S.C. 460q-et seq.); 

(iii) Glen Canyon National Recre-
ation Area—The Act of October 27, 1972 
(16 U.S.C. 460dd et seq.). 

(4) Shasta-Trinity Units of the 
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National 
Recreation Area. Section 6 of the Act 
of November 8, 1965 (16 U.S.C. 460q-et 
seq.) authorizes mineral leasing, in-
cluding the leasing of nonleasable min-
erals in the manner prescribed by sec-
tion 3 of the Act of September 1, 1949 
(30 U.S.C. 192c), on lands within the 
Shasta-Trinity Units of the 
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National 
Recreation Area. 

(5) White Mountains National Recre-
ation Area. Sections 403, 404, and 1312 
of the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 460mm–2 
through 460mm–4) authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to permit the re-
moval of the nonleasable minerals 
from lands or interests in lands within 
the recreation area in the manner de-
scribed by section 10 of the Act of Au-
gust 4, 1939, as amended (43 U.S.C. 387), 
and the removal of leasable minerals 
from lands or interest in lands within 
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the recreation area in accordance with 
the mineral leasing laws. 

(d) Land management. The Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) authorizes 
the management and use of the public 
lands. 

(e) Fees. Section 304 of FLPMA (43 
U.S.C. 1734) authorizes the Secretary to 
establish reasonable filing and service 
fees for applications and other docu-
ments relating to the public lands. The 
Independent Offices Appropriation Act 
(31 U.S.C. 9701) authorizes agencies to 
charge fees to recover the costs of pro-
viding services or things of value. 

[64 FR 53536, Oct. 1, 1999, as amended at 70 FR 
58876, Oct. 7, 2005] 

§ 3501.2 What is the scope of this part? 
(a) This part applies to minerals 

other than oil, gas, coal and oil shale, 
leased under the mineral leasing acts, 
and to hardrock minerals leasable 
under Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 
1946, on any unclaimed, undeveloped 
area of available public domain or ac-
quired lands where leasing of these spe-
cific minerals is allowed by law. Spe-
cial areas identified in part 3580 of this 
title and asphalt on certain lands in 
Oklahoma also are leased under this 
part. Check part 3580 to identify any 
special provisions that apply to those 
special areas. 

(b) This part does not apply to Indian 
lands or minerals except where ex-
pressly noted. 

§ 3501.5 What terms do I need to know 
to understand this part? 

You need to know the following 
terms, which are used frequently in 
this part: 

Acquired lands means lands or inter-
ests in lands, including mineral es-
tates, which the United States ob-
tained through purchase, gift, or con-
demnation. It includes all lands BLM 
administers for hardrock mineral leas-
ing other than public domain lands. 

Chiefly valuable, for the purposes of 
this part, means the land is more valu-
able for the development of sodium, 
sulphur or potassium than for any non- 
mineral use of the land. 

Hardrock minerals include base met-
als, precious metals, industrial min-
erals, and precious or semi-precious 

gemstones. Hardrock minerals do not 
include coal, oil shale, phosphate, so-
dium, potassium, or gilsonite deposits. 
Also, hardrock minerals do not include 
commodities the government sells such 
as common varieties of sand, gravel, 
stone, pumice or cinder. The term 
hardrock minerals as used here in-
cludes mineral deposits that are found 
in sedimentary and other rocks. 

Leasable minerals, for purposes of this 
part, means the chlorides, sulfates, car-
bonates, borates, silicates or nitrates 
of potassium or sodium and related 
products; sulphur on public lands in 
the States of Louisiana and New Mex-
ico and on all acquired lands; phos-
phate, including associated and related 
minerals; asphalt in certain lands in 
Oklahoma; and gilsonite (including all 
vein-type solid hydrocarbons). 

MMS means the Minerals Manage-
ment Service. 

Permit means prospecting permit, un-
less otherwise specified. 

Valuable deposit, for the purposes of 
this part, means an occurrence of min-
erals of such character that a person of 
ordinary prudence would be justified in 
the further expenditure of his or her 
labor and means, with a reasonable 
prospect of success in developing a 
profitable mine. 

§ 3501.10 What types of mineral use au-
thorizations can I get under these 
rules? 

BLM issues the mineral use author-
izations listed below to qualified indi-
viduals. Some authorizations are not 
available for certain commodities. See 
the subparts referenced in each sub-
section for more information. 

(a) ‘‘Prospecting permits’’ let you ex-
plore for leasable mineral deposits on 
lands where BLM has determined that 
prospecting is needed to determine the 
existence of a valuable deposit. See 
subpart 3505 of this part. 

(b) ‘‘Exploration licenses’’ let you ex-
plore in areas with known deposits of a 
leasable mineral to obtain data. With 
an exploration license, you do not get 
any preference or other right to a 
lease. See subpart 3506 of this part. 

(c) ‘‘Preference right leases’’ are 
issued to holders of prospecting per-
mits who, during the term of the per-
mit, demonstrate the discovery of a 
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